
Reading the lineup is key to maximizing one's surfing opportunity. Having solid objects on land to line up and
hold one's position is essential in light of the shifting nature of the ocean. Similarly, leaders within Christian
Surfers need solid, unchanging principles to hold them in position so they can maximize their ministry
opportunities. The Leadership Lineup features unchanging leadership principles to keep you, and the ministry
you lead, in peak position.

Extract from Christian Surfers Foundations Training
Unit 5 "Gospel Content"
from the Trainers Notes

You come in from a good surf and have been chatting to some guys in the water. As you are drying off in the
car park, one of the surfers comes over pointing to your CS sticker on your board and says "I know you guys
are Christian Surfers and I like the way you look out for the young guys and have a good attitude in the water,
but I don't know much about it all. So how does someone become a Christian anyway?" You put down your
towel, shoot a quick prayer up to God for wisdom and sitting down together in the warm sun, you say... 

What do you say? 

Our CS vision statement says we are a Christian presence and witness to the surfing community. Why do you
think both these words are used? Whilst they are both closely related, the Christian 'presence' is more our
unspoken influence and example, and our Christian 'witness' is our more direct spoken expression. 

Consider the quotes:

"Preach the gospel always and if necessary use words." - St Francis of Assis
"Who you are shouts so loudly I cannot hear what you are saying." - Anon. 

We need to BE good news BEFORE we speak good news, and speak we must! 

RIGHT MOTIVES
A right motive is as important as a right message. How are these for some motives to encourage us:

People are lost - Romans 3:20; 4:1, John 5:10-12
God wants them found! - 2 Peter 3:9
The Gospel is God's power to save - Romans 1:16
We are God's instruments to express himself to others - 2 Corinthians 5, Romans 10:13-16, 1 Corinthians 9:16-
17

God is the one who saves people not us, and He gives us His Spirit to enable us.

RIGHT MESSAGE
If this 'gospel' is so important, it is vital that we get it right. There is much 'God talk' in our society today and
we need to impart the key elements of the biblical gospel that are modeled by Jesus and the apostles.

We live in such a consumer world where people pick and choose what suits them. It is so easy to do the same
in our gospel presentation, to leave hard aspects of the gospel out and add other things in. Is any talk about
God or Jesus good enough? Read 2 Corinthians 11:3-4, Galatians 1:6-9 - there are other 'Christ's' and other



'gospels' out there.

Here are some examples:

Things added to the gospel where somehow Jesus is shared with something else: financial prosperity or other
forms of instant success, speaking in tongues, baptism, needing to belong to a specific church, healing, adopting
certain cultural lifestyle changes etc. nb: this is not to say that many of these things cannot happen, just if we
make them essential for salvation.

Things taken away from the gospel: could include repentance, the resurrection, judgement, exclusiveness of
Christ, lordship, belonging to others/church etc.

What might you be tempted to add or leave out?

Back to our original scenario. You've got the golden opportunity, someone is asking you to explain what is a
Christian. So many things you could say, so what do you say? Not only what do you say, but how do you say it
to a surfer who may not have much understanding of this, or has a misunderstanding based on previous church
cliches?

1) The Character of God (Creator, King and Judge)
The gospel starts with God as its foundation and we can't assume people know what 'god' we are talking about.

Utilise words like creator, sustainer, personal, pure, just
Illustration: board shaper and his board, resin and hardener don't mix, creation appreciation, mystery of
surf, the search and surfers searching for perfect waves, our sense of justice

2) The Condition of Man (Sin)
With God's character as our foundation we can explain that man is made in God's image but sadly far from this
now because of our rebellion, active and passive.

Utilise words like not meeting the standard, breaking friendship, rebellion, ignoring, rejecting, having to
give account
Illustration: surf rage, surf discrimination, various level of paddlers paddling to NZ from Australia - none
make it regardless of fitness all fall short, rebels are both active and passive, being on the wrong team
regardless of role on the team, failed potential of a surfer, wiping out

3) The Provision of God (Redemption and Salvation)
The person of Jesus is God's rescue plan. God comes personally to sort us out. He gets life right where we got it
wrong. He dies on our behalf to pay for our broken relationship with God and is raised back to life to prove it
done.

Utilise words like sacrifice, substitute, brought with a price, released from debt, etc.
Illustration: Cliff the Clubbie CS tract, Surf Aid self sacrifice, eddie aikau story, forgiveness of drop-ins,
restoration of the environment, etc.

4) The Response of Man (Faith and Repentance)
What does one do in response to all this? One can't earn it, nor inherit it, nor ignore it. This restoration is a
free gift of God and like all gifts is simply received. Whilst it is free, it isn't cheap and is worth giving ones life
for. This takes a decision to change ones direction in life from self to God and is a commitment to follow Jesus.

Utilise words like trust, depend, change, transform
Illustration: commitment in surfing big waves, trusting a surf coach, how life revolves around a surfing
lifestyle, parable of 4 grommies CS tract, disciplines to achieve ones surfing potential, trusting in ones
legrope like faith, etc.

PREPARING A GOSPEL OUTLINE
Based on the above, can you clearly:
1) articulate the gospel elements in a logical way
2) free of religious jargon
3) with a relevant illustration of each.
Bible verses may be used, but beware of too many being used without context.

Check out new CS resource www.ontherocksdvd.info for a surfer friendly gospel presentation.

PRESENTING YOUR GOSPEL
Read 2 Corinthians 2:14-16
Remember that the gospel is offensive enough without you adding to it. How hard is it to listen to someone who
is staring at the ground, constantly apologizing, using religious jargon, picking their nose, bad breath?

Be enthusiastic, confident and relaxed.
Avoid distractions - surfing backdrop, friends in earshot, bikinis.
Ask clarifying questions - 'What do you think about that?', 'How did you come to believe that?'
Learn to listen - give feedback, ask questions, repeat what was said to you. When you know how to
listen to others they are more likely to listen to you.
Be sensitive to the person's situation - recent relationship breakdown, injury, pressures of school or
home.

PREPARING YOUR JESUS STORY
It has been said that there is no argument against a changed life. People love to hear personal stories. A
personal testimony is a powerful tool every Christian should be ready to share. Every Christian has a great
testimony to tell, however many don't tell it very well. This is typically because:

1) Sadly, many Christians either don't feel their story is 'exciting' enough as they constantly see the most

http://www.ontherocksdvd.info/


extreme testimonies publicly displayed. The great thing of sharing a 'regular' testimony, is that it will actually
appeal to the average person.
2) They have never taken time to prepare it in a simple outline and get lost in irrelevant details whilst
explaining themselves.

Your Jesus story is a powerful argument
Your Jesus story is interesting
Your Jesus story does not have to be like someone else's
Your Jesus story does need to be prepared

Realise it is the testimony, the account, of how God reached you. In one sense it is His testimony, not yours!
Make sure from the outset that you aim to give Him the glory, not yourself. There is sometimes a temptation to
flaunt sordid details of our past life for our own glory. Be respectful of the audience you're speaking to and only
reveal what is necessary.

Refer to Acts 26:1-32 where Paul gives his own personal testimony to King Agrippa. Note that it falls into the
three basic themes:

1) My life before I met Jesus Christ
Consider what your attitudes were to God, the Church, and Christians. Did you have any spiritual background?
What were your interests and priorities? Those who have been converted from childhood will focus more on the
outworking of their faith. How was your rebellion to God manifested? Think of a couple of specific illustrations to
highlight these.

2) How I came to meet Jesus Christ
Include any catalysts for changes in your life. The impact of others, of reading, of the inner working of the Holy
Spirit, of circumstances etc. Include your point of conversion and briefly explain how that happened, include the
relevant aspects of true conversion and the gospel issues you had to confront. Mention feelings or lack of them,
and the assurance of forgiveness and eternal life. If you grew slowly into a saving knowledge of Christ,
emphasise the growing assurance in your life since. Once again think of a couple of illustrations that will
highlight this.

3) How my life has been since knowing Jesus Christ
Include how your life changed immediately and long term. Include both positive and negative experiences, that
you are still not perfect, but being perfected. Emphasise changes in attitude and actions and your hope for the
future. Again, illustrate with a couple of examples.

This is a condensed version of a unit from the CS Foundations Training. You can have the outlines of both the
Leaders Notes and Trainees Worksheets for this and other units by going to the affiliates password section of the
CSI website: http://www.christiansurfers.net/FilesLogin.aspx.

1.1 CS Fundamental: Vision, mission, core values, core strategies of CS
1.2 Leadership Issues: Character, style, stages, habit of Godly leaders.
1.3 Building partnerships with the local church and other ministries.
1.4 Developing and maintaining a leadership team, community and Kingdom culture.
1.5 Evangelism Content: Fundamentals and preparing a testimony.
1.6 Evangelism Process: Building relationships and recognizing stages of responsiveness.
1.7 CS Best Practices: Structure, systems, legal, finances requirements as per country.
1.8 The Surfing Culture: Trends, contextualization, values, and ways to effect culture.

Contact your national leader for username and password.

All material remains the right of Christian Surfers International and no changes may be made without the consent
of the CSI office.

http://www.christiansurfers.net/FilesLogin.aspx
mailto:info@christiansurfers.net

